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Museum in Madrid 
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Europe's first 3D-printing 
and laser-cutting cafe 
has just flung open its 
doors in Barcelona 's 
Eixample district and 
designers are already 
queuing up to use 
the comp lementary 
technology . Patrons 
at F abCafe can rent 
3D printers and laser 
cutters for under €50 
per hour. 

Opened by Cecilia 
Tham th is year, it is 
the newest addition 
to the MOB (Makers 
of Barcelona) co-
working space, which 
the American ex-pat 
created in 2011 . For 
Tham, the FabCafe is 
a logical addition to 
the space that is home 
to over 200 creative 
and des ign- ba sed 
entrepren eurs . "P eopl e 
pay a memb ersh ip fee 
and can c ome to use the 
facilities as they please ," 
she says. 

The FabCafe 
concep t has its origins 
in Japan , where the 
company Loftwork 
created the concept. 
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Tham was inspired to 
br ing the franch ise to 
Europe, buoyed by 
the local talent pool 
and encouraged by 
Barcelona 's city counc il. 

"Barcelona is the 
only city in the world 
with plans to introduce 
3D-pr inting workshops 
to every neighbourhood 
in town," she says. 

Visitors to FabCafe 
range from local design 
graduates to curious 
amateurs . Brazilian
Italian designer Bianca 
Cheng Costanzo is one 
of several entrepreneurs 
who is already seizing 
on its potent ial by 
using the cafe's laser 
cutter. It was used t o 
design the stencils 
for her cashmere 
Bloom Blanket , which 
was inspired by th e 
geometric forms 
fo un d in origa mi. She 
init iall y pl anned on 
cr owd funding €10 ,300 
t o p rod uce 1ust 40 
b lanke ts . H ow ev er, 
after just 30 days, the 
proposal had raised an 
impress ive €15 0 ,000 . 
"It has quickly become 
a full-ti me job ," she 
says . - L\ 
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